AGREEMENT between John Simister and C.S.S.A., Cairo University
21st September 2005
OVERVIEW

This document explains an agreement between the Center for Survey & Statistical Application (C.S.S.A.) at Cairo University, led by Professor Fatma Zanaty, and Dr. John Simister (London South Bank University, UK).  This is not a legally enforceable contract, but clarifies details of a research program – a collaboration between academics in Egypt and UK.  John will pay C.S.S.A. the basic cost of hiring interviewers, travel, etc;  senior academics at C.S.S.A. will provide their expertise as a contribution to academic knowledge and the benefit of people in Egypt.  This project is referred to here as WAS (‘Work, Attitudes and Spending’).  
COSTS

The basic expenses for the project will be paid for by John Simister; C.S.S.A. will provide a far more valuable commodity – the expertise of Professor Zanaty.  The cost of the project will be:


Household survey 
(wave 1):
  50,000 Egyptian Pounds



Collecting prices   
(wave 1):
    1,000 Egyptian Pounds



Household survey 
(wave 2):
  50,000 Egyptian Pounds



Collecting prices  
(wave 2):
    1,000 Egyptian Pounds





TOTAL:

102,000 Egyptian Pounds

If there is high inflation in Egypt between December 2005 and July 2006, then the wave 2 costs can be increased in proportion to wage costs.  

Payment by John is to allow C.S.S.A. to carry out the following tasks:

* translation of the questionnaire into Arabic, and photocopying;

* hiring interviewers (and training them, if they are not experienced), and paying travel costs;

* data entry of household survey data, in a computer program such as SPSS or Excel;

* collecting food prices (see below), and sending them to John.

TIMING

Central to this project is a household survey, in two waves:  winter 2005, and summer 2006.  At both waves, prices of basic foods will be collected.  An approximate timetable is:
September 2005:
Cairo University gives John details of the bank account to transfer money to;
October 2005:

John transfers 51,000 Egyptian Pounds to Cairo University;
November 2005:
finalising questionnaire and translating it into Arabic;  piloting the questionnaire;
December 2005:
fieldwork: wave 1 (interviews, and collecting prices);
January 2006:

data entry: wave 1;
February 2006:

data sent to John: wave 1.



(END OF WAVE 1)
June 2006:

John transfers 51,000 Egyptian pounds to Cairo University;
July 2006:

fieldwork: wave 2 (interviews, and collecting prices);
August 2006:

data entry: wave 2;
September 2006:
data sent to John: wave 2.
SAMPLE DESIGN

The sample size at each wave will be 2,500 households, one person interviewed per household.  The regional distribution of households will be:


Lower Egypt:

1,075 cases, in two governorates.

Cairo:


   500 cases, in Cairo governorate.

Upper Egypt:

   925 cases, in two governorates.
Each of the above locations will be broken down into ‘Primary Sampling Units’, with 20 households at each PSU.  At each selected household, respondents will only be interviewed if they are currently married;  if there is more than one married couple at a household, then one couple will be chosen at random.  In each PSU, 10 men and 10 women will be interviewed.

The results of this project will be:

(1) A household survey dataset, which will not contain names or addresses (to ensure confidentiality).  The data will be sent to John by e-mail;  the data will remain the joint property of Cairo University and John Simister.  Cairo University will have the right to give copies of the data to any person they wish, including (if desired) making the data available on a website.  John Simister will be entitled to deposit the survey data at the UK Data Archive, where other academics can obtain a copy of the data.  John has already promised a copy of the data to several academics in Egypt.
(2) A set of prices of basic foods, in five governorates, at two points in time (December 2005 and July 2006).

It is hoped that articles will written for academic journals, analyzing the above information.

QUESTIONNAIRE

The exact wording of the questionnaires will be decided by C.S.S.A. and John Simister (in case of any disagreement between collaborators, Professor Zanaty will have the final decision).  A draft copy of the questionnaire is provided with this document.  C.S.S.A. has the right to add any questions they wish to the questionnaire.  It is expected that the July 2006 questionnaire will be the same as the December 2005 survey, but the collaborators may decide to change the questionnaire as a result of wave 1 findings.
RESEARCH AIMS
This is an academic survey, of no commercial value.  It is intended to help Egypt, and other countries, solve problems like domestic violence and child nutrition (such problems face all countries: e.g. Jan Pahl has reported links between domestic violence & child undernutrition in UK).  WAS data is intended to be used with data from Egypt Demographic & Health Surveys (DHS), especially for 1995 and 2005.  As far as possible, DHS questions are used in this WAS survey.

Despite the much smaller sample size, the WAS dataset will have some advantages over DHS.  WAS includes data on earnings of men and women, from which it will be possible to calculate the fraction of total household earnings which the wife earns.  Total earnings can be calculated – this will allow a clear distinction between households going hungry because of low earnings, and those going hungry because money is spent on luxuries.  WAS data also includes data on household spending, which should indicate which luxuries are responsible for insufficient food being bought (e.g. cars, mobile phones, cigarettes), and whether husband or wife spends most on luxuries.  Also, spending data show the amount of food bought by each household;  it should then be possible to estimate the number of calories bought by each household.  By taking into account the number of household members, it should then be possible to identify households not buying enough food.  However, this requires specific data on prices of basic foods (such as rice, beans, and bread) at each of the five governorates, and at both points in time.

John Simister wants data to test the following hypotheses (which have been put forward by several academics):

· high temperatures cause stress (perhaps due to adrenaline as part of the body’s way to control temperature).
· stress, and perhaps adrenaline, can cause aggression - including domestic violence.
· if domestic violence occurs, it is likely that women will be victims.  This may give more control to men over household decisions, such as household spending.
· if men control household spending, they often buy luxuries.  In the UK, luxuries include alcohol & gambling;  in (Muslim) Egypt, other items such as mobile phones & cars may be preferred.  This lowers spending on food, education, & healthcare.

· Education tends to reduce the prevalence of domestic violence.

· Women’s earnings tend to give her some power over household spending.

Possible links between temperature & violence can be tested using WAS data, by comparing winter and summer (waves 1 and 2), and (within each wave) Upper and Lower Egypt, and according to time of day the interview was carried out.

PRICES TO BE COLLECTED

To estimate how many Kilograms of rice (etc) can be bought for a given level of expenditure, the following prices are needed at each of the 5 governorates, and at both waves (December 2005 & July 2006):








         DATE (tick one box):      December 2005
[_]
GOVERNORATE:
[_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _]




 
       July 2006 
[_]
	Commodity
	SHOP 1
	SHOP 2
	SHOP 3

	
	packet size (litres or Kg)
	price (Pounds,

Piastres)
	packet size (litres or Kg)
	price

(Pounds,

Piastres)
	packet size

(litres or Kg)
	price
(Pounds,

Piastres)

	milk (liquid, not powdered):  fresh or sterilized
	
	
	
	
	
	

	bread:  loaf


	
	
	
	
	
	

	rice

	
	
	
	
	
	

	macaroni or other pasta

	
	
	
	
	
	

	onion


	
	
	
	
	
	

	potatoes (not sweet potato)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	cheapest green vegetable (e.g. courgette)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	legumes, e.g. fava beans, or lentils (dry, raw)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	cheapest fruit (e.g. cantaloupe, mango)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	liver, kidney, or other organ meat

	
	
	
	
	
	

	beef, lamb, goat, or rabbit

	
	
	
	
	
	

	chicken, duck, pigeon, goose, or other bird

	
	
	
	
	
	

	eggs (give price for 1 egg):  medium size

	
	
	
	
	
	

	fresh or dried fish

	
	
	
	
	
	

	nuts

	
	
	
	
	
	

	cheese

	
	
	
	
	
	

	yoghurt


	
	
	
	
	
	

	cooking oil (e.g. sunflower oil)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	butter


	
	
	
	
	
	

	margarine

	
	
	
	
	
	


Some of the above prices may be unavailable at some shops, depending on which foods are popular locally.  It is likely that Cairo prices will be higher than the other four governorates;  and that there will be some seasonal variation in prices.  If there are several types in the same shop (e.g. different types of bread), write the cheapest price.   Usually, a bigger packet works out cheaper.  You can report prices from a market stall, if it’s as cheap as a shop.
